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I wish that Mr. Gladstone could have been alive,
to support my feeble efforts. I should have liked to
have got him to come down to Eton and to proclaim,
as he did in a lecture given there in 1891, "if the
purpose of education be to fit the human mind for
the efficient performance of the greatest functions,
the ancient culture, and above all the Greek culture,
is by far the best and strongest, the most lasting and
the most elastic instrument that could possibly be
applied to it."

I know that it is said that a knowledge of Latin is
of greater use to the student of modern languages,
and no doubt that is true: but on my system every-
one would have known enough to recognize the
commoner words, and that is about as far as the
average boy ever gets. Most of our educational
system rests on a gross over-estimate of his capacity.

I would not be thought for a moment to disparage
Latin: I happen to be a passionate admirer of several
of the authors whom I have mentioned, but my
admiration came late: so I believe it would always
come to a boy interested in literature. The real
question is not what is to be done with him, but
whether we are to acquiesce in the average boy never
really liking, or whole-heartedly enjoying, anything
classical at all.